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NEW RECORD at Hampshire Open Studios
Summer Exhibition - 2016
Thank you to everyone for making the HOS exhibition such a 
success again this year.
There were just over 80 exhibits of 
which 19 pieces were sold, amounting to
£3.263 in total. Excellent!  Wessex
Sculptors has taken 10% commission 
on this which is a tremendous boost to
our financial reserves.

Display Tables a great 
improvement
The general feeling was that the new tables
looked much better for displaying the work 
so it now remains for us all to make
sure they are cleaned up well after
use during the next year to ensure
that we can use them again 
without having to cover them!

Improve the outdoor 
display area
We feel that we should try to
improve the outdoor display area,
one problem is that the gravel fights
with the sculptures and perhaps we should cover the blockwork plinths
with some black cloths or make some waterproof ones.Also we
thought maybe some artificial grass could be rolled out in front of the
shrubs to place sculptures on....if anyone knows of any free/cheap off
cuts please let us know.

Simplified payment system next year
The payment system still needs some simplification.We will trial a new idea next year where there will 
simply be one numbered sales envelope per exhibit.When an item is sold the money will be put in the
appropriate envelope and the purchaser's information written on the envelope.This has two additional 
benefits to the artist as they will ...

a) find out who bought their work and,

b) artist and/or information about the piece can be put in the envelope at the beginning of the exhibition
and given to the purchaser (we get a lot of requests from purchasers asking about the artist and it would 
be good to supply this).

Well done everyone!



History of Garden

The Garden used to be part of a large estate, laid out between 1915 and 1920.
Later it was split up and sold in several lots, leaving this 15th Century, grade 2 listed
cottage with ten acres of garden and the original water and rock gardens.

The garden fell rapidly into decline after
the estate was sold. Over the past 31
years the garden has been redesigned
and replanted by landscape designer
Anthony Paul, who has introduced
many large leaved plants in bold groups,
tall grasses and new ponds.The garden
was hit hard by storms and flooding
over Christmas 2013, but hard work
from the staff and nature itself have

restored the garden to its former glory.

2016 has seen a new lease of life for the Sculpture Garden - 
owner and curator Hannah Peschar has stepped back to allow
a new pairing of curators to add their stamp to the Sculpture
Garden.Anthony Paul and curator Vikki Leedham have 
assembled this year's exhibition, focusing on the powerful 
relationship between art and nature.

Art & Nature

In the now revamped landscape you will find many structural
plants, which support, frame and enhance a selection of contemporary sculpture by mainly British sculp-
tors.We not only give you the opportunity to see and feel art, but also to buy art.

Please contact Audrey Davenport for a full copy of the catalogue of exhibits.

A magical place! What about a springtime visit next time?
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Our visit to the Hannah Peshar Garden was
fascinating - a wonderful mixture of plants,
water and sculpture.
We were met by Hannah Peshar herself 
(now ninety!) and her young assistant.They gave
us coffee and a rundown of the making of the 
garden by her husband and how she then 
collected sculpture from all over the world.

Afterwards we were free to explore, following paths up,
down and round the garden with sculptures beautifully
positioned along the way.Then off for a good but rather
protracted lunch! before finishing our wanderings around
the rest of the garden and more sculptures. Jenny
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Demo Sculpture at Cheriton Primary School
Together, as Wessex Sculptors, we have
made an undertaking to spread the
word about sculpting to a wider public.

To that end,Ann Newson of Cheriton School invited 
us to again show our skills participatively with children.
By accepting, we are showing we are doing what we
said we are intent on doing. [Showing the Charity
Commission, but this has financial benefits to us – 
a significant discount on our WCC rates bill.]

I thought I’d be up for doing a bit of that
when the invite came. Jenny said that last
time when she volunteered it was 
exhausting! Group after group after group
with no respite! Jen and Carole and I put our
hands up, so too did Hilary and Humphrey,
the latter having also volunteered before,
and who were extra hands for this and that
and expert back-up.

Wire - Jen, Clay - Carole, and me - Papier mache, that was the set – up.
A table each in three areas of the school hall, the five of us pitching in to have materials to hand ready for
the first group at 9.30.Three classes each in three groups with a 10 minute break between classes. So nine
groups each, three rotating in one half hour session.The stage management was in Ann Newson’s hands,
thank goodness. Nothing like the authoritative voice of a teacher to help move on to the next activity.

The children were marvellous: polite, keen listeners and eager to get going with the materials. Here is a list
of things which happened, in no order other than how they occurred to me while writing this:

Jen looked round to get a particular coloured wire – and it wasn’t where she’d left it;

I said would you like to have a go? And several pairs of hands pushed paper into dilute pva;

Armatures made by Humphrey and me, nine of them, conveyed the idea of giraffe;

Hilary kept a watch on who had not had a go, and suggested movement so turns were taken;

Children liked the giraffe bodies, looking authentic with several layers of wet paper;

For each new group I diluted pva, to demonstrate frugality as well as glue easy to dip paper in;

We seemed to laugh and answer questions – some of which were wonderful – forgot the lot;

Managing the space so that children who seemed eager to have a go, could do so:

I wondered if I would be daunted. I was, but only in anticipation. Sufficient preparation meant that each 
10 minute slot (repeated nine times) developed its own rhythm, which varied a little but its core became
familiar, and served me well.We were always thanked, and given lovely eye contact of appreciation by the
children.They marched off to the next thing. Brilliant. Wynn
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Improving D2
We have been seeking to make 
improvements to D2 for a while now, to
make it a more effective working area –
and less of a dumping ground. So many
thanks to those who helped sort out the
mess in the ‘useful items’ storage area
prior to the exhibition.
At the time of doing this, we resolved to put up
some shelves to provide off-the-floor storage for
smaller items.These are nearly complete now and
they will be provided with storage boxes for 
various categories of useful bits and pieces.

The opportunity has been taken to fit a rack of detachable smaller storage trays kindly provided by 
Ann Brazier a while ago. Some of these will shortly be filled with stocks of basic screws, nails, staples
and bolts, nuts and washers.

We have also recently refurbished two of the small folding workbenches and have bought one new
one. But we probably need to think about the future of the larger ones, most of which are difficult to
use or store for one reason or another.

The storage of the three bankers in a marked out area has worked well for a while now.

So, in the round, we should soon have a much better working space available to us.We also have a fully
operational Henry vacuum cleaner exclusively for D2.

All we have to do now is to keep it tidy – and perhaps provide an additional heater too!

Tools and Equipment – ideas, please!
We have a fair budget for replacing old tools and equipment or acquiring new items
this financial year, which ends in March.
As yet we’ve spent very little of this and we now need to make up our minds as to what we want to
prioritise. So there will be a running wish list at the barn shortly for all to look at and add thoughts for
final consideration and agreement to purchase. Last year we added some good tools to our range – 
the Arbotech contour sander is working well, for instance.
Please take a little time to join in the thinking on this one!    Humphrey

The BIG BLUE BOX BRING AND BUY
The Big Blue Box Bring and Buy still holds a number of art books/magazines at 
bargain prices. These items will be reclaimed/recycled at the end of November, so please take a 
look before then. I will be restocking the box in December so any art/sculpture related materials,
books or relevant magazines would be appreciated to sell on. ALL monies go towards 
Wessex Sculpture funds.The box is in C1. Each item is priced and the cash box is in D1 in the 
drawer next to the sink.
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Whilst on holiday in the south of France
we went to see an exhibitiof Picasso’s
ceramics held at the Madoura workshop
in Vallauris. Sculpture was everywhere in
the town and we came accross a local
sculpture busy at work in his studio.
Local sculptor Petrus has his workshop/
studio in the main street in Vallauris. He
was working on his latest large piece and
was happy for me to talk and take this
photo of him at work. Hilary
www.sculpteur-petrus.com

New Tate Modern 
It is worth a visit to the new 
Tate Modern extension.
The building is amazing and the views
across London are fantastic from the
10th floor!
Unfortunately there was no time to see
any of the exhibitions!   Hilary
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Back by popular request
John Souter will be leading a Review of members' ongoing or recent work on 
Monday 28th November from 11.30 am.
It may be something you need help with or simply wish to share with the group .... or perhaps a new tech-
nique that went well or went wrong .... or maybe just sharing inspiration! 

Wessex Sculptors Annual 12th Night Lunch
At the Sculpture Barn on Thursday 5th January 2017, 12 noon for
12.30 pm start
All welcome! An informal opportunity for us to get together and share
lunch,a glass of mulled wine and good company!

How it works:You choose and bring a lunch contribution to share, e.g. One
dish of main course, dessert, cheeses ,side dish, bread or salad and bring it
along on the day.We provide plates, cutlery, glasses,
warming trays etc.To make the event a success we volunteer to help out
in several ways, e.g. Cleaning the Barn on Tuesday 3rd January from 11am
for a couple of hours or setting up and decorating on Wednesday 4th January ,bringing hot
plates on the day to keep the hot food warm, etc - you choose.

Please sign the lists at the barn as soon as possible, so that we know numbers and also have an idea of
what you are bringing so that we end up with a balanced meal!

If you can't get to the Barn before the end of term please email jcbkwilk@btopenworld.com

David Westley joined WS to
increase his creative thoughts,
having spent a life in business 
teaching creativity and innovation.
He wanted to develop his own creative
skills "I thought, they must be in there 
somewhere".
At first the challenge was far greater than
he expected despite a passion for the arts
- translating that into practical artesian
skills was a Sisyphean task. "because I was
starting from scratch skill wise, John's help
and advice was a great support, and I 
particularly value our discussions around
sculpture shape and form. I've also attended
some WS workshops which have helped
increase my appreciation of what it takes to
be a sculptor. I most enjoy the hands-on
work as I find it therapeutic"
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What’s on and where ...

Rodin and Dance - The Essence of Movement
at The Courtauld Gallery, London

20 October 2016 – 22 January 2017
RODIN AND DANCE The Essence of Movement is the first major exhibition to explore
Rodin’s fascination with dance and bodies in extreme acrobatic poses. It focuses on the series
of small scale experimental sculptures known as the Dance Movements.These leaping twisting
figures in terracotta and plaster are presented alongside a series of remarkable drawings in
which Rodin explored movement and new forms of dance.

Worth a Visit?
Messum’s Wiltshire is a pioneering multi-purpose gallery
and arts centre celebrating the creative endeavour.
Messum’s Wiltshire,The Barn, Place Farm, Court St,Tisbury, Salisbury.
Wiltshire. SP3 6LW
Open Wednesday - Saturday 10am -5pm and Sunday 10am - 4pm 
www.messumswiltshire.com 

The Society Portrait Sculptors Talks

Ivan Mestrovic
Croatian Sculptor & his Portraits
National Portrait Gallery
Thursday 17 November 

1.15-2.15pm

FACE2017 54th exhibition

La Galleria Pall Mall,
30 Royal Opera Arcade, SWLY 4UY
15 - 20 May 2017
If you wan to enter this “Annual
Open Exhibition” then apply online
www.portrait-sculpture.org

Dates for next term

Last week of this term Monday 28th November / Thurs 1st December 2016
First week of Winter term 2017 Monday 16 th Jan / Thurs 19th Jan 2017
Half term Monday 20th Feb / Thurs 23rd Feb 2017
Restart Monday 27th Feb / Thurs 2nd March 2017
Last sessions of term Thursday 30th March / Monday 3rd April 2017
Easter holidays Thurs 6th April to Thursday 20 th April  2017
Spring Term starts Monday 24th April / Thurs 27th April 2017

NB John Souter will not be at sculpture barn on Monday 1st May 2017
Whitsun half term holiday Monday 29th May / Thurs 1st June 2017
Summer term starts Monday 5th June / Thurs 8th June 2017
Last sessions of Summer Term Monday 3rd July / Thurs 6th July 2017
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CIMENT FONDU WORKSHOP

John had seven people at the barn on Sat 5th November.There were two members of
Wessex Sculptures, and five non members. It began with a talk and demonstration of
the technique needed to produce a sculpture using ciment fondu.

In the short time we had everyone produced a small sculpture to take away. It was both instructive
and enjoyable, and the feedback very positive. A big thank you to John. Carole

Sue Waters
I live and work on the Northumberland coast. My mixed-media pieces can be seen as
portraits, usually witty, often tinged with sadness always
relating to ordinary lives or memories.
I love unloved material, rubbish especially. Magpie-like, I collect 
whatever catches my eye when I am out walking: cartridge shells,
lone gloves, seaweed, seed casings, rose thorns, seashells.

Although my pieces resemble useful
objects - clothing, baggage, deckchairs
- the bags can't be carried, the
clothes can't be worn, and the chairs
can't be sat in.Their function is in
their beauty and the stories they tell.
www.axisweb.org/p/susanwaters

Her work as exhibited at the 
Granary Barn, Brookwood

Winter at the 
Granary Creative Arts Centre
This Christmas why not go local and buy unique Fine Arts & Craft gifts from local artists.
WINTER EXHIBITION open: Nov 26/27, December 3/4, 10/11, 17/18
Festive Cafe & Family Decorations Making Workshops open throughout. 11am - 5pm
Festive decoration workshops:Willow trees & wreaths, Felt tree decorations, Macrame Wreath making
workshops Nov 26/27, December 3/4, 10/11, 17/18th
£15 per person per hour workshop, family friendly, booking advised.
or bookings & enquiries:
granaryartsinfo@gmail.com   tel: 07968507744  twitter @ArtsGranary  
facebook: thegranarycreativeartscentre 


