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Once more we enjoyed a great Twelth Night
Lunch at the Barn.

The tables were beautifully decorated by Jane
and as usual we enjoyed a delicious lunch of a
variety of dishes and lots of puddings!
Entertainment was provided by Madeleine and
David.Their brief was to make a paper hat
without using glue or any other material for
fixing. Quite a challenge but the results speak
for themselves.
Many thanks to those who cleaned up the Barn
prior to lunch and also to those who helped
clear up.

Newsletter
WESSEX SCULPTORS

MARCH 2018

Ciment Fondu Workshop 3 February
John gave a very interesting workshop showing how to create shapes in cement fondu with his
“special mix’. 10 people attended and the results were very inspiring.

Wire Workshop 30 June
Jane Cannon is coming to run her Wire Workshop on Saturday 30th June 10-4pm
A wonderfully expressive use of wire with the possibility of incorporating textured materials of your choice.
See notice board at the Barn for further details or contact Penny
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Exhibitions
Angel of History –
Art exhibition in the Peggy Jay Gallery, Burgh House, Hampstead. 14 -18 Feb 2018
I have recently returned from showing some of my sculpture and a painting in a group show in London
with 3 other artist friends.This is the second time we have shown together.We formed an unofficial peer
group after meeting on an art course in London some years ago, and meet regularly to discuss our ideas
and art projects.
The idea of showing together came up about 18 months ago.The long lead time was due to the
availability of the gallery.To plan the show, decide the title, and whether to have a theme, we met together
last summer for what we called our ‘Winchester Salon’ - two days of shared art activities.We started by
playing a drawing game called The Exquisite Corpse (said to have been invented by Dali , Breton and

other surrealists; I remember it as Drawing Consequences, playing it as a child with my family. I don’t think
we had heard of surrealism then).This playful process was very productive; it stimulated our ideas and in
retrospect was key to the success of the exhibition. All the finished artworks contained aspects of
memory, our own or others’, although we work in very different ways.
My own work: Play.Time. was inspired particularly by a few lines from the end of Eliot’s long poem, with its
reference to the circularity of life, and the exploration which is so much part of the creative process:
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Exhibitions continued ...
With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
From Little Gidding, section V, of Four Quartets by T.S.Eliot
The quote lead me back to my childhood experiences making puppets and stories for the puppet theatre
booth that my mother made for myself and my brothers when we were young children.The small
puppet-theatre- like structure lent itself well to a partially abstracted 3D form which could be created in
many ways. I have always been interested in paper, and the many forms it can take – papier mache (from
which the original puppets were made), paper pulp, layered torn and cut paper, hand made paper,
shredded paper. It is a surprisingly strong and robust material and can be repurposed into a wide variety
of textures, forms and strengths.The practice of using one simple material and one simple shape and
experimenting to see how far it could be taken proved to be very exciting.
The gallery is part of Burgh House, a beautiful early C18th house in Hampstead, used as a venue for a
variety of activities, including the Hampstead Museum, a permanent art exhibition and music recitals on
Sunday afternoons, so it has a generous footfall of visitors.
Organising and making work for a show can be hugely time consuming, and is not always for the faint
hearted! But the end result, when the work is finally on display in front of an audience is very satisfying. It is
all part of the process which makes us want to make the artwork in the first place.
Madeleine Page - 22 February 2018

“This Changes Everything”
David K and Lucinda G exhibited at the “This Changes
Everything” multimedia climate change one day exhibition
at the University of Winchester.
The picture shows David’s piece “Primitive lifeform/ Threat
to the planet”. In the background there is Lucinda’s lovely
‘hare’ and my “Flight - the Earth strikes back”.
Tate Modern - until 02 April
Last chance to see Modigliani
Picasso coming soon The EY Exhibition Picasso 1932 Love, Fame,Tragedy
Hayward Gallery - re-opens with photos by
German Photographer Andreas Gursky
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Elizabeth Skeet
Elizabeth was one of the founding
members of Wessex Sculptors.
She was a member of the original
group of keen sculptors who
wanted to continue working with
John Souter after his class was
cancelled at the Tower Arts
Centre. As Elizabeth puts it,
“They threw us out because we
made too much mess!”
Elizabeth was first introduced to
sculpture when, with Shirley Dodds, she
joined a class run by Lynne Constable
Maxwell, then sculptor-in-residence at
Winchester Cathedral, and became
hooked.
Elizabeth’s favoured material to work in
is metal.‘ I went on various courses, but
decided I would never be able to set up
(my own) welding equipment.
I wasn’t skilful enough anyway, so if I need to weld something I got someone else to do it. I
went off and learned to solder instead.’
More recently, Elizabeth has turned to working on a much smaller scale, making jewellery.
“As you get older, you become not so dextrous and not so strong and there was no way I was
going to be able to use big bits of metal by myself.” As she wasn’t getting up to the barn,
she sadly recently resigned as a full member.
Now an Associate Member of Wessex Sculptors, Elizabeth will still be able to join us on
outings and at workshops.What she loved about Wessex Sculptors, was “being able to do
whatever mad idea you have, have John to help you and teach you the techniques how to do
it.” She will miss the camaraderie but is delighted to see how we have expanded since
those early days. “It makes our class in the Tower seem like pre-school! I will certainly miss it,
having made so many good friends. I still do jewellery but my fingers are not so dextrous and
my eyes are dimmer, so the jewellery gets larger, maybe half way between jewellery and
sculpture. It’s using metal still.”
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What's happening in 2018
"Art in Action"
The Art in Action art festival finished in 2016 but the estate in which it takes place continues to grow,
flourish and promote the arts.
Waterperry House and Gardens is an inspiring place for anybody: artists, gardeners and philosophers
(and home-made cake eaters!). At this moment the gardens are adorned with snowdrops and the adoring
cries of the galanthophiles fill the air.
In 2017, without the wonderful chaos of the festival, the natural rhythm of the gardens returned amazingly
visitor numbers to the gardens increased by 18% and the place has hummed.We even had the time and
space to build a new cottage at the gate.The house continued as a retreat, study and meditation centre
and was busy almost every weekend.
The arts were not unrepresented: we had lots of theatre and opera take place in the amphitheatre in the
summer and a great sculpture show by Jenny Pickford in the autumn.
The wood carver, Andy Peters, the stained glass artist, Lilian Shaw, the painter Emma Hockley and even I
have workshops on the estate with open days during Apple Weekend and the Christmas Markets.The Art
in Action Gallery continues to show artists work from all around the country. Friday fresco tours in the
house were busier than ever so now we do them on Wednesday also.
The Oxford Storytelling Festival 24th - 27th August
Rachel May, my co-organiser for Art in Action, is the driving force and organiser behind this festival of the
magic of myth, story and the spoken word. She is working with Chris Salisbury from the Westcountry
Storytelling festival and Victoria Whelan from SEED Festival to bring you this great new storytelling festival.
Expect yurts, open fires and the thrill of the ancient art of the passing of knowledge from one generation
to the next.
The Waterperry Opera Festival 17th -19th August
Rebecca Meltzer and Guy Withers put on a lovely production of Cosi Fan Tutti in the outdoor theatre last
year and after that were inspired to do more. So this year they started the Waterperry Opera Festival.The
group is young, passionate and full of fun.They will be using the house as well as the amphitheatre and the
quality will be excellent. Don Giovanni and Mansfield Park are in the mix.
Opera Anywhere are coming again, after very successful shows in 2017, for two weekends from
5th -15th July. Gilbert & Sullivan, Puccini's Heroines and the Magic Flute with a visual artist are on the menu.
There are other productions in the theatre also: )Treasure Island and Alice in Wonderland for the youngsters. Details are on the Waterperry Gardens website. www.waterperrygardens.co.uk
Those famous gardeners Fergus Garrett and Pippa Greenwood are giving lectures here this year!
And you should really come and see what we've done with the walled garden!
My vision is that this estate will evolve year on year as a year-round, sustainable centre of the arts with
truth at it's heart, giving happiness to all.
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Dates for Diary 2018
Term Ends:
Thursday 29th March
Easter Holidays:
Monday 2nd April -Thursday 12th April
New Term starts:
Monday 16th April and Thursday 19th April
No Tutor: Monday May 7th
Term Ends: Friday 18 May
Whitsun Half Term Holiday:
Monday28th May to Thursday31st May
New Term Starts:
Monday 4th June and Thursday 7th June

Blue Box Bring and Buy
As many of you may have forgotten, I have run a Blue Box Bring and Buy
for a couple of years, being a way members could recycle unwanted or
unused items relating to sculpture. I am now abandoning this and would
like to ask donors to reclaim their items from the box before the start of
the summer term. The box is still in D1.
In future there will be a column in this publication for sales, all proceeds will be used as extra funding
for Wessex Sculptors.Simply send details of what you would like to sell, quoting a price and contact
details.The purchaser can then put the money in the box which is in the drawer under the kettle!
We also felt that the AGM would be a good opportunity for sales so please do bring anything
relevant that you wish to sell to the next AGM. Ann Brazier

Outings
Sculptures in Winchester Cathedral
Ann Wadman's Guided tour of Sculptures in Winchester Cathedral has had interest and will take
place on Monday 9th April, starting at 11.00am.There will be a donation request to enter the
Cathedral (£4.50) and lunch afterwards at the Refectory. Please let me know if you would like to join
the group, ann.brazier@ntlworld.com

Watch this space
There will be a special outing on a Friday in the summer - watch this space!Ann Brazier
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Volunteers

Wessex Sculptors AGM - Thursday 7th June 2018
Calling for Volunteers to take a turn on the Wessex Sculptors Committee
We will be requiring three new committee members from June 2018,
as the following roles will become available:
Chairperson - currently Chris Wilkinson
Responsibilities include:
•Calling and chairing committee meetings (usually one per term)
•Liasing with landlord re.buildings and agreeing/signing lease annually
•Pastoral care of members
•Taking over the WS email address for the website and informing members/tutor of relevant events
•Ensure the smooth running of the group
Secretary - currently John Gregory
Responsibilities include:
•Agree agenda of meetings, take minutes and ensure availability of minutes for all members to read
•Point of contact with the Charity Commission ,complete annual return to them
•Ensure all trustees are up to date
Treasurer - currently Jill Phillips
Responsibilities include:
•Maintaining the group’s finances in a sound state and keeping the committee advised of the
detailed position
•Liasing with Membership secretary to oversee Members subscriptions
•Oversee the payments associated with workshops,exhibitions and tutors
•Complete annual accounts
All 3 roles require the appointed member to become a trustee of the group.
May I remind members that it is a condition of membership that we all take a turn on the committee,
in any of the roles available. It is very informal and we are all very supportive of one another, also a
great way of getting to know more members…so please don’t be shy!
Feel free to talk to the current committee members for further information about the roles available,
or if you want to put yourself forward for any other role!
Chris Wilkinson
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“Being blunt . . . . ! ”
WS has an excellent range of
tools available for our immediate use at any time –
provided that they are used
appropriately and are kept
in good working
condition by each and
every one of us.
Unfortunately this
is not always the
case.
By way of recent examples, a planing disc on one of the
small angle grinders was found coated in fine, white
dust, indicating that it had been used on plaster, badly
blunting the blades; and a chisel edge has been deeply
damaged, either by hitting a nail or perhaps by dropping it on a hard surface.
Both of these tools were marked with the green and yellow tape that we use to identify
them for use on WOOD ONLY.
We clearly all need to take more care.
As a help towards all of us taking more personal responsibility, we are shortly going to be
posting new and more signs at every tool rack as local reminders of the colour
coding of tools.
Then making sure that we are using a tool that is marked as appropriate for the medium
that we are working with should be a given.
And please also consider if a tool needs sharpening before putting it away.
Much of the above applies to modelling tools for use with clay, plaster and ciment, so
choose the right one for the job and clean it before finishing with them.
Finally, one or even two, non-committee volunteers to help check through the
comprehensive marking of tools would be much appreciated.

