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Back on Track!
Beating the 
‘Summertime Blues’

Autumn 2021

Somewhat later than usual it was decided at the AGM to 
go ahead with a Summer exhibition, which would be shorter
than normal (only open to the public for one weekend) 
and more diverse, as we wanted to exhibit whatever 
members had been creating during lockdown ....
…. not just 3 dimensional work!
We were also privileged to show John Souter’s work  which definitely helped  ‘make’
the show! 

As we weren’t under the normal Hampshire Open Studio umbrella it relied on us all
advertising it amongst friends and previous contacts  which resulted in a fabulous
turnout at the Private View of approximately 100 people. A further 80 or so people 
visited over the weekend with approximately 14 sales in total.

Although it was a lot of work for a single weekend it would have been difficult to
extend to a further weekend as a lot of people were away on long awaited holidays
meaning we were short of stewards.

We are hoping that next year we can simplify the payment system now that we have
an internet connection at the sculpture barn …I am sure you are all in agreement that
this is necessary!

Chris Wilkinson



Many thanks to John Souter 
who gave us all a very 
interesting and informative talk
about sculpture in general and
his particular journey through 
sculpture.

The talk was most inspiring and John
showed us some of his past work and
the journey he took to arrive at the
finished pieces.

After such a long time away from the
Barn it was just what we needed to
get us back on the road to creativity.
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Journey of a sculpture
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Hilary Marchant

After having spent six
years studying, first at
Farnham for a degree
and then at Winchester
for a Masters in 
printmaking.
Hilary was not sure what to do until
she happened upon a Wessex
Sculptors’ exhibition as part of
Hampshire Open Studios. She says
she “fell in love with a piece of wood,
decided I wanted to go there and I’ve
been there ever since.”

She finds the greatest challenge work-
ing in 3D is getting something to
work. Getting an object to stand
alone, getting the weight and balance
right. “It’s problem solving all the way
through from the beginning to the end.”

Hilary’s favourite material to work with remains wood but she is finding it more and
more difficult to find the wood she wants to work with and, as she gets older, it is hard
work carving into wood.

More recently she has worked with found objects and she recycles them. She has done
several pieces with metal hoops from old beer barrels. She says that working on a piece
“always takes you somewhere else and you are always learning something new”.Also, she
feels that it is important “not get disheartened if something doesn’t work. Either leave it and
move on, or leave it and go back to it when you have resolved the problem.”

At the moment, Hilary has earmarked a piece of metal that was destined for the tip. It
is forming an idea for another “found” piece of work and is looking forward to 
developing it.

She appreciates the calming atmosphere of the barn and the company of other 
Wessex Sculptor members “who are great fun. There is always somebody to chat to and
someone to give their advice. It’s a unique place.”
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Workshops ...
We have run seven successful
workshops to date on diverse
subjects including 

• Willow weaving
• Swedish style spoon carving 
• Wood carving
• Head and neck in clay
• Creative copper work ... and 
• Getting plastered.

They have proved very popular to
both Wessex sculptor members and
non-members alike, and nearly all have
been at maximum capacity.The aim is
to learn a new skill as well as be able
to take a completed item home at the
end of each workshop, with some
wonderful results.

Our next two workshops are in
November and will be led by our
neighbour at the Barn Jess Skelton: in
the first she will instruct us in the use
of porcelain Paper Clay, with a further
2-day course in hand-building and
glazing.

In January, by popular request, we have
Lucille Scott returning to show us
more Copper skills and David Knight
who will be repeating another Wood
Carving Workshop
Thank you to all who have attended
the Workshops and have helped to
make them so successful.

Anne and Giles



...Workshops
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Wood Carving  
This was an excellent workshop led
by David Knight. It was very well
organised and all eight participants
learnt an enormous amount about
how to use tools, including many dif-
ferent power tools.

It was a big issue to which David gave 
much attention, and being able to set up
individual workstations outside of the 
Barn was a bonus.

There were some great results and the 
day was much enjoyed by all. So much so,
that David has kindly agreed to hold 
another Wood Carving Workshop in the
new year.We will be sending the poster out soon.
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Sculpture at Highgrove
and Showborough

Elephants Elephants made of
bamboo at Highgrove

Showborough House 
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To all of us
When you are next at the Barn you will 
notice changes. Including outside facilities
of a tap and sink, with a clay trap; and
rearrangement of the kitchen area, inside.
Two things to say.

1 All sculptural washing to be done
outside please, including hands dirty
clay or plaster. Please regard the inside
sink as a domestic space from now on,
as if it was in our home kitchen.

2 The outside tap can be isolated using the valve on the inside wall.

PLEASE SWITCH OFF WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED !

Sex at the Barn !
Jill Philips had problems receiving emails from the
insurance company for Wessex Sculptors until she
received the following email:

"After much head scratching our IT guy says he has
sorted it!
Seems we had blocked the email as the subject
contained ‘sex’”

….As in Wessex , who would have thought it !!

Please remember to
put your tools away!

Interesting site
How a larger than life sculptor built ‘America’s Stoneage’
Go to: https://eu.recordonline.com/in-depth/news/2021/10/20/opus-40-
americas-stonehenge-new-york-catskills/4892672001/

Get Connected
We now have wifi at the Barn!! Well done the committee. To log on look in the diary under 
October 14th for the PASS CODE.

You
use it ...
You
put it 
back


